
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible, and reasonable accommodations will be 
provided to persons requiring assistance.  If you have a special accommodation need, please 
contact the Newton ADA Coordinator Kathleen Cahill, 617-796-1125, via email at 
KCahill@newtonma.gov or via TDD/TTY at (617) 796-1089 at least two days in advance of the 
meeting date. 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 24, 2011 
 

7 PM 
Room 222 
 
ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED: 
 
Chairman’s Note:  The Comptroller will provide the Committee with an update on the 
Insurance Accounts, General Revenue and Water/Sewer Fund Budget Status Reports. 
 
Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#27-11 JAMES E. SHAUGHNESSY, 12 Northgate Road, Chelmsford, re-appointed to 

the City of Newton Board of Assessors for a term to expire February 1, 2014. (01-
10-11 @6:05PM] 

 
#28-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting that $12,750 be transferred from FY2011 

Budget Reserve to the Fire Department for the purpose of purchasing two sets of 
air bags, one set each for Ladder 3 and Tower 2.  [01-10-11 @6:06 PM] 

 
#29-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a transfer of funds to purchase a new 

copier with scanning, network, and fax capabilities for the Purchasing Department 
as follows: 

From: FY2011 Printing Account 
   #0110503-5313 – Temporary Staffing $5,000 
  To: Purchasing Account #0110501-58514 $5,000 
 [01-10-11 @6:07PM] 
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#30-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting that $150,000 be transferred from Budget 

Reserve to Police Department Overtime. [01/10/11 @6:06 PM] 
 PS&T APPROVED 6-0 on 01/19/11 
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#31-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting an appropriation in the amount of 

$2,065,000 from Free Cash to the Department of Public Works – Snow and Ice 
Removal Account.  [01/10/11 @6:07 PM] 

 PUBLIC FACILITIES APPROVED 6-0 on 01/19/11 
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REFERRED TO PS&T, PUB. FACIL. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#310-10  ALD. DANBERG, ALBRIGHT, BAKER, BLAZAR, CROSSLEY, FISCHMAN, 

FREEDMAN, HESS-MAHAN, JOHNSON, LINSKY, MERRILL, RICE AND 
SCHNIPPER requesting that §26-8 and §20-21 of the City of Newton Rev. Ords., 
2007, be amended to establish criteria and provisions for requiring removal of 
snow in all districts by property owners, occupants, and property managers to 
sidewalks abutting their property and to review and amend enforcement 
provisions including structure of fines, for snow removal violations. [10/25/10 @ 
4:39 PM] 

 PUBLIC FACILITIES APPROVAL AS AMENDED FAILED TO CARRY 
3-3 (Gentile, Lappin, Lennon opposed) on 01/19/11 

 PS&T APPROVAL AS AMENDED FAILED TO CARRY 2-3-1 (Ciccone, 
Shapiro, Swiston opposed; Harney abstaining) on 01/19/11 

 
ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 

REFERRED TO CMTE ON COMMUNITY PRES & FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#32-11 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending that $37,500 be 

appropriated from the fiscal 2011 historic resources reserve of the Community 
Preservation Fund to create or update under the direction and control of the 
Planning & Development Department the Massachusetts Historical Commission 
survey forms for the city’s approximately 140 buildings constructed between 
1830 and 1840.  [01-11-11 @3:35 PM]  

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#373-10(2) ALD. GENTILE, HARNEY, SANGIOLO requesting an amendment to §20-13 of 
the City of Newton Revised Ordinances to adjust the structure, as well as increase 
the amount of the fines associated with non-compliance of §20-13, Noise 
Control, to reflect the following: first violation: issuance of a warning; second 
violation: $100 fine; third violation: $200 fine; fourth violation: $300 fine. [01-
05-11 @10:00 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROG. AND SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#373-10 ALD. GENTILE, HARNEY, SANGIOLO requesting amendment to §20-13, 
Noise Control, of the City of Newton Revised Ordinances to prohibit outdoor 
athletic events from starting before 7 AM and increase the maximum fine to $300.  
[12-10-10 @ 12:53 PM] 

 PROGRAMS & SERVICES HELD on 01/05/10 
 

REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUBLIC FACIL. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#367-10 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate an amount 

not to exceed five million dollars ($5,000,000) from bonded indebtedness for the 
following: 
(B) installation of up to six modular classrooms at five elementary schools as well 

as the addition of permanent classrooms and renovations to the core of F.A. 
Day Middle School.  [11/29/10 @ 3:23 PM] 
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REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#311-10 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting an appropriation in the amount of three 

million three hundred thirty-five thousand dollars ($3,035,000) from bonded 
indebtedness for the purpose of funding the FY 2011 Capital Improvement Plan 
projects as follows: 

 
(A) Architectural Design and Engineering/Next Scheduled Fire Station $400,000 
 A-2 - HELD $270,000 for final design bidding and construction admin 

 [11/29/10 @ 3:23 PM] 
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#365-10 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 

the sum of three hundred ninety-five thousand dollars ($395,000) from the FY 
2011 Overlay Surplus Reserve Account for the purpose of funding a 
Comprehensive Citywide Capital Assessment.  [11/29/10 @ 3:23 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANS. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#363-10 ALD. ALBRIGHT & DANBERG proposing a trial of parking meter free 
Saturdays between Thanksgiving and New Year for the shopping areas to support 
shopping at local businesses in Newton. [11/15/10 @ 6:30 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANS. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#311-10(B) HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting an appropriation in the amount of three 
hundred thousand dollars ($300,000) from bonded indebtedness for the purpose of 
funding the Manet Road Emergency Communications Radio Tower Replacement, 
which is included in the FY 2011 Capital Improvement Plan.  [11/29/10 @ 3:23 
PM] 

 PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION APPROVED 7-0 on 12/08/10 
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITES, PROG&SERV AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#312-10  ALD. LENNON, LAPPIN, SCHNIPPER, SANGIOLO requesting a discussion 

with the School Committee on its plans to address space needs in the Newton 
public schools. [10-27-10 @11:07 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#311-10  HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY’12-FY’16 Capital Improvement 
Program, totaling $174,246,135 pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City 
Charter and the FY’11 Supplemental Capital budget which require Board of 
Aldermen approval to finance new capital projects over the next several years.  
[10/18/10 @5:24PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#307-10  PROGRAMS AND SERVICES COMMITTEE proposing a RESOLUTION to 
the Interim Director of Health and Human Services to increase the tobacco 
seller’s license fee. [10/25/210 @ 4:34pm] 
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REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#264-10  ALD. CROSSLEY, SCHNIPPER & FULLER requesting a discussion of the 

status of new water meter installations, and to consider payment mechanisms to 
help customers if they receive an extraordinary, one-time, water bill from an 
accurate accounting of past usage over an extended period of time. [09/16/10 
@11:59 am] 

 
#259-10 COMPTROLLER transmitting Annual Financial Report for the audit of fiscal 

year ending June 30, 2010 for Board of Aldermen review/acceptance.  [09/13/10 
@ 12:26 PM] 

 
#78-10 ALD. FULLER, GENTILE, FREEDMAN, JOHNSON, DANBERG AND 

BAKER requesting a review of the elements of the Financial Management 
Guidelines of January 2008, together with the Mayor’s Office, to ensure they 
meet the current needs of the City.  [03/09/10 @8:23 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO ZONING & PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#391-09(2) ALD. DANBERG, MANSFIELD, VANCE & HESS-MAHAN requesting the 
establishment of a municipal parking mitigation fund whose proceeds, derived 
from payments-in-lieu of providing off-street parking spaces associated with 
special permits, will be used solely for expenses related to adding to the supply of 
municipal parking spaces, improving existing municipal parking spaces, or 
reducing the demand for parking spaces.  

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#125-09 THE POST AUDIT & OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE requesting creation of a 
public tree protection ordinance and amendment of the current tree ordinance as 
recommended in the Tree Preservation Ordinance Report. [04/17/09 @ 9:14 PM]  

 PROG & SERV APPROVED 7-0 (Merrill not voting) on 10/6/10 
 

REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#87-09 ALD. SANGIOLO, BRANDEL, FREEDMAN AND HESS-MAHAN requesting 

a Home Rule Petition to allow the City of Newton to require elected officials to 
contribute a higher percentage rate for health insurance benefits than is required 
for other employee groups.  [03-10-09 @ 9:17 AM]  
PROGRAM & SERVICES APPROVED 5-1-1 (Baker opposed; Merrill 
abstaining; Parker not voting) on 4/15/09 
RECOMMITTED TO FINANCE ON 07/12/10 
 

REFERRED TO COMM. PRES., PUB FAC & FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#147-08 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending that the sum of 

$359,400, including $2,000 for legal costs, be appropriated from the FY’08 
Community Preservation Fund’s historic resources and general reserves, for a 
project to rehabilitate and expand storage space for the research library and 
archives at the Newton History Museum, to preserve the existing collections, and 
enhance public access to the collections.  [04-01-08 @ 4:10 PM] 
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 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION APPROVED 6-0 on 4-29-08 
 (A) DESIGN FUNDS ESTIMATE $37,500.00 – BOA APPROVED (B) 

BALANCE OF PROJECT ESTIMATE $321,900.00 – HELD 
 PUBLIC FACILITIES VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY ON PART B 8-

0 on 05/05/10 
 
#207-07(4) ALD. COLETTI proposing that the city’s Financial Management Guidelines 

adopted under board order #207-07 be amended to allow the adjustment of self-
funded health insurance plan rates in the event that rates and any accumulated 
excess resources not meet actual resource requirements.  [07-02-08 @12:12 PM] 

 
#207-07(2) ALD. COLETTI proposing that the city’s Financial Management Guidelines 

adopted under board order #207-07 be amended, effective FY10, as follows:  
(A) total resources devoted to all forms of employee compensation shall not 

exceed the estimated growth in total general fund revenue for the following 
fiscal year;  

(B) funds for salary and wage adjustments shall not exceed the difference between 
total estimated revenue growth and resources needed to fund growth in 
health/dental and life insurance benefits and growth in the actuarial required 
contribution for the city’s retirement system for each fiscal year;  

(C) if collective bargaining contracts are not resolved at the time of budget 
submission, funds budgeted for such contracts shall be held in “municipal and 
compensation” reserve.  [07-02-08 @12:12 PM] 

 
 Respectfully submitted, 

 
  Leonard J. Gentile, Chairman 



COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE 
CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

dwilkinson@newtonma.gov 
(617) 796-1305 

 
January 3, 2011 

 
TO:  Finance Committee  
 
FROM:  David Wilkinson 
 
SUBJECT: Group Health Self Insurance Fund Mid Year Financial Report 
=============================================================== 
The overall financial position of the group health self-insurance fund stood at $8.5 
million at December 31, 2010 – a 1.4% improvement from the end of the prior month, 
but a decline of 3.7% from the beginning of the fiscal quarter and 21.6% from the 
beginning of the current fiscal year. In spite of the deterioration in the overall financial 
position of the fund, both the Tufts and Harvard-Pilgrim plan fund balances remain well 
within the target fund balance levels. 
 
The Tufts health plan ended December with a fund balance of $6,470,824 - the 
equivalent of 2.3 months of average year to date claims experience and still in excess of 
the 1.5 to 2 month target reserve level.  Plan expenditures have exceeded revenues by 
$1.8 million thus far this fiscal year, however, 80% of this damage occurred during the 
month of August.  Tufts heath plan premiums charged to the City and participating 
employees and retirees were not increased for the current fiscal year and accumulated 
fund balances are being used to fund the difference between plan revenues and 
expenditures. 
 
Tufts health plan paid claims for the first half of current fiscal year were $17,190,433 - 
$1,830,038 (11.9%) more than total paid claims during the first six months of the prior 
fiscal year.  Median monthly claims for the first half of the current year were $2.7 
million, a 3% increase over median monthly claims for the first half of the prior year.  
Based upon actual claims experience for the first six months of the year, the plan’s 
estimated incurred but unreported claims liability has been increased by $95,991 to 
$2,865,072.  The reported fund balance is net of the IBNR estimate. 
 
The Harvard-Pilgrim health plan ended December with a fund balance of $2,052,025 – 
the equivalent of 1.7 months of average claims experience this fiscal year.  Fund 
expenditures have exceeded revenues by $527,460 thus far this year, however $390,587 
or 74% of the decline in financial position represents an increase in the plan’s incurred 
but unreported claims estimate.  
 
Paid claims for the first half of the year were $7,079,688 - $1,110,164 (18.6%) more than 
paid claims for the first six months of last fiscal year.  Median monthly claims were $1.3 
million, a 25.1% increase over the median monthly claims experience for the first half of 



the previous fiscal year.  Based upon actual claims experience for the first six months of 
the year, the plan’s estimated incurred but unreported claims liability has been increased 
by $390,587 to $1,533,933.  The reported fund balance is net of this liability estimate. 
 
 
 Cc:  Human Resources Director 
 Benefits Manager 
 CFO 
 COO 
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COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE 
CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

dwilkinson@newtonma.gov 
(617) 796-1305 

 
January 14, 2011 

 
TO:  Finance Committee  
 
FROM:  David Wilkinson 
 
SUBJECT: Fiscal Year 2011 General Fund Revenue Budget Status Report 
============================================================= 
Enclosed is a (3) page report summarizing budget to actual experience for the first half of 
the current fiscal year, and comparing revenue experience thus far this year with the first 
six months of each of the three prior years.  This report addresses the City’s General 
Fund only.  A mid year status report for Water and Sewer funds will be issued next 
week. 
 
General fund revenues are recognized when collected in cash during the course of the 
fiscal year.  At year end any revenues susceptible to accrual are recognized to the extent 
that they are measurable and expected to be collected within sixty days of year end.  The 
actual amount of fund balance needed to support the budget is determined at year end 
after the difference between actual revenues, expenditures, and encumbrances and 
continuing appropriations is know. 
 
The total fiscal year 2011 budget amounts to $301.1 million, $280.7 million (93.2%) of 
which consists of recurring fund revenues; $9.2 million (3.1%) of which is transfers from 
other funds; and $11.2 million (3.7%) represents fund balance planned to bridge the 
difference between budgeted revenues and inter-fund transfers, and budgeted 
expenditures.  Of the $11.2 million in fund balance that has been planned to fund the 
current year budget, $5.9 million is being used to fund encumbrances and continued 
appropriations brought forward from fiscal year 2010 and $2.6 million is being used to 
fund the City’s new “Rainy Day” Stabilization Fund. 
 
Total year to date revenues and inter-fund transfers total $146.6 million or 50.6% of  
budgeted revenues and inter-fund transfers for the year.  This is slightly ahead of overall 
budget expectations for the year.  All major revenue sources are either at or exceeding 
budget estimates with the exception of investment income and public school special 
education Medicaid reimbursements.  The final billing for fiscal year 2010 special 
education Medicaid reimbursements, $172,816, was completed in early October but the 
reimbursement remains outstanding.   
 
Budgeted property tax revenues for the year are $238.8 million or 79.3% of the total 
revenue budget. The budgeted property tax revenue is net of a $3 million allowance for 



abatements and exemptions (overlay).  Year to date real estate and personal property tax 
collections are $119.6 million or 50.08% of the estimate for the year.   
 
Interest and penalty revenue on delinquent taxes collected during the first half of the 
year was $456,655, a slight improvement from the first half of last year, but still trailing 
the first half of fiscal years 2008 and 2009.  Unpaid prior year property taxes, including 
$3.8 million in tax title receivables, amounted to $5.9 million – unchanged from the 
outstanding balance of this same time last year.  An additional $2 million in property 
taxes have been deferred under the Clause 41A tax deferral program administered by the 
Board of Assessors. 
 
Prior year property tax abatement and exemption reserves (overlay balances) totaled 
$7 million at December 31, 2010 – 5% more than the balance at December 31, 2009.  A 
complete accounting of tax abatement and exemption reserve activity since 1996 is 
posted under the interim financial report link of the Comptroller’s page on the City web 
site. 
 
The City’s motor vehicle excise tax revenue estimate for the current year is $9.9 million 
– a $200,000 reduction from actual fiscal year 2010 revenue.  Year to date revenue 
collections from this revenue source are off by 13.1% from first half fiscal year 2010 
experience.  Earlier this week the City received notification from the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts RMV of the amount of the first 2011 motor excise tax billing and it is 
almost unchanged from the amount of the gross commitment for the prior year. 
 
Hotel room occupancy tax revenue for the first half of the year was $979,437 – 71.7% 
of the total revenue estimate for the year and a $376,037 or 62.3% increase over the total 
collected during the first half of last year.  This is primarily reflective of the 50% increase 
in the tax rate approved effective October 1, 2009.  Year to date meals tax revenues are 
$657,624 or 55.8% of the estimate for the year.   Newton imposed the local meals tax 
effective January 1, 2010. 
 
Investment income earnings on temporarily idle cash were $251,133 for the first six 
months of the current year, which compares negatively with both first half fiscal year 
2010 investment income earnings and the $880,000 budget estimate for the current year. 
This is principally a function of the continued low interest rate environment, limited 
options for the investment of temporarily idle cash balances, and reduced idle cash 
balances in the High School Improvement Fund. 
 
Inspectional service department permit revenue was a particular concern in the 
development of both the final 2010 and 2011 budgets.  In the year ended June 30, 2010 
this source, however, generated $864,033 or 35.3% more than the $2.4 million revenue 
estimate.  Half way thru the current fiscal year, the City has generated $2.6 million in 
revenue from this source - 99.1% of the revenue estimate for the complete year and $1 
million more than the amount generated during the first six months of the prior year.  It is 
important to note, however, that $817,381 (32%) of the current year to date revenue 
resulted from a single permit issued to Boston College.   



 
Subsequent to month end, two significant revenues were collected - $144,458 in 
Medicare Part D reimbursements (months of September and October reimbursements), 
and $70,271 in first half current year rental income for the former Weeks Junior High 
School. 
 
All budgeted inter-fund transfers have been recorded as of December 31, 2010 except 
for the Community Preservation Fund’s reimbursement of engineering support staff.  
Transfers are made from the Community Preservation Fund based upon actual services 
provided by the General Fund.  Although $400,000 in Sale of Recyclable Receipts 
Reserved for Appropriation was used to fund the current year budget, only $27,758 is 
currently available for support of the FY 2012 budget.  A complete accounting of all 
available Receipts Reserved for Appropriation is posted under the interim financial 
reporting link on the Comptroller’s page of the City web site. 
 
Unobligated free cash at December 31, 2010 totaled $1.8 million, net of $2.1 million 
designated for current year snow and ice obligations and $1.5 million to support the fiscal 
year 2012 budget.  A full accounting of all major financial reserves is posted under the 
interim financial reporting link on the Comptroller’s page of the City web site. 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc: Chief Financial Officer 
 Chief Operating Officer 
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COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE 
CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

dwilkinson@newtonma.gov 
(617) 796-1305 

 
January 20, 2011 

 
TO:  Finance Committee  
 
FROM:  David Wilkinson 
 
SUBJECT: Fiscal Year 2011 Water and Sewer Fund Budget Status Report 
============================================================= 
Enclosed are summary level mid-year financial statements for the City’s Stormwater 
Management fund; the Sewer fund; and the Water fund.  These Special Revenue funds are 
used to account for utility operations and maintenance, and debt service on related capital 
improvements.  Capital improvement activity itself is accounted for in separate capital 
improvement funds (reported separately and posted on the Comptroller’s page of the City 
web site under the Interim Financial Reporting link). 
 
Three statements are included for each fund.  A comparative balance sheet summarizes 
the current financial position of each fund and compares it to the financial position of the 
fund at this same time last year.  A comparative operating statement summarizes year to 
date revenue, expenditure, and inter-fund transfer activity and compares current year 
activity to operating activity during the first six months of each of the two prior fiscal 
years.  Finally, a budget to actual statement summarizes expenditure activity at the legal 
level of control for the first six months of the current year and compares same to the 
legally adopted budget. 
 
Utility fund revenues are recognized on a cash basis during the course of the fiscal year. 
At fiscal year end an estimate of the amount of the June 30 receivable expected to be 
collected during the 60 days subsequent to year end is calculated, along with an estimate 
of any refunds payable to customers.   The difference between the two is added to total 
cash collections to determine total revenue for the year.  Fund balance available for 
appropriation in these funds is the year-end accumulated difference between fund 
revenues and expenditures on a cash basis of accounting. 
 

Stormwater Management Fund 
The overall financial position of the City’s Stormwater Management fund has improved 
by $203,291 or 42.6% over the past twelve months.  Total fund equity at December 31, 
2010 is $679,986, of which $420,723 is available for appropriation for storm water 
management purposes. 
 
During the first six months of the current year, $383,766 in storm water management fees 
were billed (at the same flat rates that have been in effect since the creation of the fund in 



fiscal year 2007).   A total of $1,535 in billed revenues were abated and $2,645 in 
collected revenue was refunded during the first six months of the year.  
 
Year to date revenue is $254,452 – in line with first half fiscal year 2009 experience, but 
about $70,000 less than first half fiscal year 2010 experience.  This revenue variance is 
the direct result of a $74,000 increase in the June 30, 2010 fund revenue accrual.  
Current year revenues are expected to match the budget estimate. 
 

Sewer Fund 
The financial position of the City’s Sewer fund has improved over the course of the past 
twelve months.  At December 31, 2009 the Sewer fund’s equity position was negative – 
($1,111,424).  The overall financial position of the fund at December 31, 2010 was 
$1,763,933, however, we continue to have no fund balance available for appropriation 
and the fund’s year end revenue accruals are expected to continue to have a negative 
impact on the City’s General Fund free cash position. 
 
The total fiscal year 2011 Sewer fund budget, as amended, is $25.7 million.  Of this sum, 
$18 million or 70% represents payments to the MWRA for treatment of City sanitary 
sewerage.  The current year budget also includes $1.5 million in debt service and 
$899,160 in pay-as-you-go capital funding.   
 
Planned financing for the current year Sewer fund budget consists of $24.7 million in 
anticipated sewer use charge revenue; $0.3 million in transfers from other funds; and $0.7 
million in fund balance.  The fund balance funding is entirely for appropriations 
continued from the prior fiscal year. 
 
Between July 1, 2010 and December 31, 2010 a total of $16.9 million in sewer use 
charges were billed.  This represents an increase of $4 million or 31% over the amount 
billed during the first six months of the previous fiscal year.  Thus far this fiscal year 
$1.6 million in sewer use charges (9.5% of the total amount billed and 6.5% of 
anticipated revenue for the year) have been abated and $278,939 in collected 
revenue has been refunded.  During the first six months of the prior fiscal year $1.1 
million in sewer use charges (8.5% of total billed revenue and 4.5% of anticipated 
revenue for the year) were abated and $97,744 in collected revenue was refunded.  For all 
of fiscal year 2010, a total of $2 million in sewer use charge revenue was abated.  This 
amounted to 7.8% of billed revenue and 8.1% of anticipated revenue for the year. 
 
In addition to the current year abatements, $925,723 in delinquent sewer charges have 
been reclassified as sewer liens and $56,093 in unpaid sewer charges have been put under 
payment plans (with no interest accruing on unpaid balances). 
 
Total user charge revenue for the first six months of the current fiscal year is $11.2 
million – 45.3% of the budget estimate for the fiscal year.  This represents a $3 
million or 36.6% improvement over first half fiscal year 2010 revenue collections.  
Based upon current rates (approximately 12% less than they were the second half of 
fiscal year 2010) and historical collection trends for the final six months of the fiscal 



year, it appears that revenue for the full fiscal year, including a $2.8 million year 
end revenue accrual, will exceed the budget estimate by $837,144.  This is a positive 
budgetary result, but is expected to negatively impact the City’s free cash position 
by $2 million (assuming no material appropriation turn backs in the fund. 
 

Water Fund 
 
The financial position of the City’s Water fund has declined by $301,426 (9%) over the 
past twelve months.  Total fund balance, including $1.8 million in surplus resources 
available for appropriation are $3.1 million.   
 
The total fiscal year 2011 Water fund budget is $17.7 million, $8.7 million (49.2%) of 
which represents payments to the MWRA for supply of water to Newton.  The current 
year budget also includes $3.2 million in debt service and $469,940 in pay-as-you-go 
capital appropriations. 
 
Planned financing for the current year Water fund budget consists of $17.3 million in 
anticipated water rate revenue and $0.4 million in fund balance.  The fund balance 
financing is entirely for purposes of funding appropriations continued from the previous 
fiscal year. 
 
During the July 1, 2010 – December 31, 2010 period a total of $11.1 million in water use 
charge revenue was billed.  This represents an increase of $2.1 million or 23.3% over the 
total billed during the first six months of the prior fiscal year.  During this same six 
month period, a total of $1 million in water use charges were abated (9% of year-to-
date billed revenue and 5.8% of anticipated revenue for the year) and $617,636 in 
collected revenues were refunded.  During the first six months of the prior fiscal year a 
total of $800,814 in water use charges were abated (8.9% of billed revenue and 5.2% of 
anticipated revenue for the year) and $169,892 in collected revenue was refunded.  For all 
of fiscal year 2010 a total of $1.4 million in billed water was abated.  This amounted to 
8.7% of billed revenue and 9% of anticipated revenue for the year. 
 
In addition to the current year abated and refunded water use charges, a total of $698,840 
in delinquent water use charges have been reclassified as water liens and $31,314 in 
unpaid water use charges have been put under payment plans.   
 
Total Water fund revenue for the first six months of the current fiscal year was $7 
million or 40.5% of the total projected for the year.  This represents a $0.9 or 14.8% 
improvement over first half fiscal year 2010 revenue.  Based upon current rates (24.2% 
greater than the same time last fiscal year) and historical collection trends for the 
second half of the fiscal year it appears that total fund revenues (including a $2.1 
million revenue accrual) will exceed the budget estimate by approximately $200,000.  
The fact that the Water fund continues to have $1.8 million in fund balance 
available for appropriation means that the projected performance of the Water 
fund is not expected to have a negative impact on Newton’s year end free cash 
position. 
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Docket Item #310-10  

 

Language as amended and voted upon in Public Facilities Committee and Public 

Safety & Transportation Committee on January 19, 2011: 
 

1.  Insert a new section 26-8D as follows: 

 

Sec. 26-8D  Trial program for removal of snow and ice from sidewalks. 

 

 In order to allow for safe pedestrian and wheelchair passage, every owner or occupant of a 

building or lot of land abutting upon a paved sidewalk or any person having charge of such 

property shall cause snow to be removed from the sidewalk, including handicap access 

ramps, and ice on the sidewalk, including handicap access ramps, to be removed, sanded or 

salted to allow for a passageway of at least thirty-six (36) inches in width, provided that 

where the sidewalk as defined herein is less than thirty-six (36) inches in width., the 

passageway shall encompass the entire width of such sidewalk and shall include handicap 

access ramps.  Snow shall be removed and ice shall be removed, sanded or salted within 

thirty (30) hours after such snow has ceased to fall or such ice has formed.  This section 

shall apply to snow and ice which falls from buildings, other structures, trees or bushes, as 

well as to that which falls from clouds.  This section shall not apply to owners or occupants 

of a building or lot covered by Section 26-8.  The [Commissioner or other city official to be 

determined] is authorized to exempt citizens upon petition showing demonstrable extreme 

hardship due to a combination of health and financial duress.  The provisions of this 

section shall take effect on November 1, 2011 and shall expire on November 1, 2013two 

(2) years from the date of its adoption unless terminated earlier or renewed or modified 

by the board of aldermen.  Warnings may be issued for violations of any provision of this 

section.  
 
 

 

Formatted: Font: 12 pt, Bold

Formatted: Font: Times New Roman, 12 pt,
Bold

Formatted: Font: Times New Roman, 12 pt,
Bold

Formatted: Font: Times New Roman, 12 pt

Formatted: Font: 12 pt

Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New
Roman, 12 pt

#310-10



Boa
2010
 
 

ard of Ald
0-2011 

Mem
 
 To

 From

 Re

 Date

 
 
Colleagu
 
In prepa
attached 
new draf
 
Thanks 
 

dermen 

moran
: Board of 

: Alderman

: Snow Or

: January 1

ues, 

aration for o
an article fr

ft of the sno

1000 Com
w

dum 
f Aldermen 

n Danberg 

rdinance 

4, 2011 

our discussio
rom the Bos
ow ordinanc

mmonwealth A
www.ci.new

on of the sn
ston Globe 
ce which has

Avenue ▪ Ne
wton.ma.us/a

ow ordinan
regarding th
s been revie

ewton, MA  
aldermen 

nce on Wedn
he SJC’s rul
ewed and ex

02459 

nesday nigh
ling on snow
xplained by M

City o

t, please fin
w removal a
Marie Lawlo

f Newton

nd 
and a 
or. 

#31-11



SJC’s snow ruling unlikely to cause unwarranted suits - The Boston Globe http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/editorial_opinion/editorials/articles...
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LAW DEPARTMENT 
 

INTEROFFICE MEMO 
 

 
To:  Alderman Victoria Danberg 
 
From:  Marie M. Lawlor, Assistant City Solicitor 
 
Date:  January 14, 2011 
 
Re:  Docket Item # 310-10   Revised draft language for sidewalk snow   
  removal ordinance 
 
 
 
As you have requested, I have made the following revisions to the draft sidewalk snow 
removal ordinance language.  Both redlined and clean copies of the revised language are 
attached.  The revisions are highlighted below as follows: 
 
1.  The proposed trial period has been reduced from three years to two years from date of 
adoption;  
 
2.  The required minimum width for passageway has been reduced from 48 inches to 36 
inches; 
 
3.  The time period for snow and ice removal has been increased from 24 hours to 30 
hours; 
 
4.  Violations during the two year trial period will be subject to a warning only, no 
monetary penalty;   
 
5.  No increase in fines for violations of current snow ordinances.  
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Docket Item #310-10    
 
REVISED DRAFT LANGUAGE FOR SIDEWALK SNOW REMOVAL TRIAL PROGRAM - 2 
year trial  
 
 
1.  Insert a new section 26-8D as follows: 
 

Sec. 26-8D  Trial program for removal of snow and ice from sidewalks. 
 
 In order to allow for safe pedestrian and wheelchair passage, every owner or 
occupant of a building or lot of land abutting upon a paved sidewalk or any person 
having charge of such property shall cause snow to be removed from the sidewalk, 
including handicap access ramps, and ice on the sidewalk, including handicap 
access ramps, to be removed, sanded or salted to allow for a passageway of at least 
forty-eight (48) thirty-six (36) inches in width, provided that where the sidewalk as 
defined herein is less than forty-eight (48)thirty-six (36) inches in width., the 
passageway shall encompass the entire width of such sidewalk and shall include 
handicap access ramps.  Snow shall be removed and ice shall be removed, sanded 
or salted within twenty-four thirty (2430) hours after such snow has ceased to fall or 
such ice has come to be formed.  This section shall apply to snow and ice which 
falls from buildings, other structures, trees or bushes, as well as to that which falls 
from clouds.  This section shall not apply to owners or occupants of a building or 
lot covered by Section 26-8.  The provisions of this section shall expire two (2) 
years from the date of its adoption unless terminated earlier or renewed or 
modified by the board of aldermen.  Warnings may be issued for violations of any 
provision of this section.  

 
 
2.  Amend paragraph (d) of section 20-21, Enforcing persons and revised 
ordinances subject to civil fine, relative to ordinances enforced by 
the Police Department by: 
 
 A. Deleting, in Sec. 26-8 Removal of snow and ice in certain 
districts, the penalty amount of “25.00” and inserting in its place the 
penalty amount of  “50.00.”  
 
 B.  Adding after Sec. 26-8 the following language: 
 
  Sec. 26-8D.  Removal of snow and ice from sidewalks ( 
program) 
 
  ( ) Any offense……………………………  
 
 C. Deleting, in Sec. 26-9 Putting snow and ice upon streets, 
sidewalks and bridges, the penalty amounts of “$25.00”, and inserting 
in their place the penalty amounts of “$50.00 
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Docket Item #310-10  
 
REVISED DRAFT LANGUAGE FOR SIDEWALK SNOW REMOVAL TRIAL PROGRAM - 2 
year trial  
 
 
1.  Insert a new section 26-8D as follows: 
 

Sec. 26-8D  Trial program for removal of snow and ice from sidewalks. 
 
 In order to allow for safe pedestrian and wheelchair passage, every owner or 
occupant of a building or lot of land abutting upon a paved sidewalk or any person 
having charge of such property shall cause snow to be removed from the sidewalk, 
including handicap access ramps, and ice on the sidewalk, including handicap 
access ramps, to be removed, sanded or salted to allow for a passageway of at least 
thirty-six (36) inches in width, provided that where the sidewalk as defined herein is 
less than thirty-six (36) inches in width., the passageway shall encompass the entire 
width of such sidewalk and shall include handicap access ramps.  Snow shall be 
removed and ice shall be removed, sanded or salted within thirty (30) hours after 
such snow has ceased to fall or such ice has formed.  This section shall apply to 
snow and ice which falls from buildings, other structures, trees or bushes, as well as 
to that which falls from clouds.  This section shall not apply to owners or occupants 
of a building or lot covered by Section 26-8.  The provisions of this section shall 
expire two (2) years from the date of its adoption unless terminated earlier or 
renewed or modified by the board of aldermen.  Warnings may be issued for 
violations of any provision of this section.  
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